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JHOP WITH VILLS
THIS CHRISTMAS

With Christmas shopping season looming fast, Aston TeamPosters.......................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeins. 1.40

Villa’s Souvenir Shop is well kitted-out with the club’s :

colourfal B o] goaz which is ideal foi gifts. CeramicGround Clock............coooviiiiiiiiiiinannnns 9.50
Also there is a whole sparkling range of superb BathTowel......... R e Bt eSS 6.00

souvenirs at the right price. Duvet&PillowcaseSets.............cocvieeenrensinnnnnn 20.75
Here is a selection of what's on offer: Pyianias{ion). .. .o i missnismaiia s bk 8.00

THE NEW HUMMEL VILLA KIT: Dressing Gowns(from)...............cccceeueennnn. 9.50

Home & AwayShirts.................. 17.95& 18.50 SchoolPacks. ... 1.70

Home & AwayShorts ...........8.50&9.50
Home & AwaySocks. . . . 4.25&4.75
GHDBags.. . s et 108
Coffee Mugs.........cooooveevennnn.. 1.50
PlayerPhotos..................

Calendaral - o ocleaain 3.50
Miniature Mitre Footballs.. 3.99

plus much more ...
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Graham
JLOR

® It is very easy for people to talk

done if they were in my position.

I have always been more in-
terested inlistening to opinions asto
what IS going to happen, and why, as
opposed to those who are always
wise after the event. A football
manager is always on the spot
because he has to make decisions
priorto a ball beingkicked, and then
listentothe “experts’ tell him where
he got it wrong!

ess to say, I felt a lot of
pleasure from last weeks' per-
formance and result at Bradford.
Having taken the decision to play
with only three players at the backin
order to push on to Bradford's spare
defender, you can imagine how
open to criticism [ would have been
if we had lost.

By being adventurous and
shocking the opposition, we more
than played our part in what to me,
was the most entertaining and
exciting game we have been
involved in this season. Certainly the
way we played was far more to my
liking, and is much more typical of

the kind of performance I will be
looking for on a regular basis.

I am confident that slowly we are
putting together a squad of players
that will challenge for the Cham-
pionship, and if we can maintain the
kind of belief and confidence in
ourselves that we displayed last
week, I see no reason as to why we
should not declare our intentions.

My aim is to produce an Aston
Villa team that is not only successful,
but also exciting to watch, and there
was enough evidence in the
Bradford match to suggest that the
potential is already there in order to
achieve this aim.

What we have to do is to use that
game as a base to launch ourselves
into the second half of the season
and to make sure that we do not slip
below the standards we have now

Best Wishes, Graham Taylor

GRAY DOUBLE Manager Graham Taylor swooped to sign two Grays,
Andy (left) and Stuart (right) within a few days of each other recently.

We welcome both to Villa Park.




TheOther Side...

SWINDON
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The ond Division’s leading scc.:rer — JIMMY QUINN

® The fastest-growing business
community in Europe was given a
football team to match when
Swindon Town won promotion for
two years in succession.

While new technology boomed in
the town that was once the hub ofthe
Great Western Railway network, the
soccer men successfully recalled a
golden age in which Don Rogers &
Co won the League Cup.

Swindon spent five years in the
Second Division on the back of their
Wembley triumph against Arsenalin
1963, but were in Division Four when
Lou Macari left Old Trafford and
landed his first management job, in
Wiltshire.

Having made his last two appear-
ances for Manchester United in cup
upsets by Oxford and Bournemouth
in 1983-84, the former Scottish
international took hisrevenge onthe
lower divisions after his
appointment at the County Ground
in July 1984.

A fact-finding first season became
notable when helost his job on Good
Friday 1985, but he was re-instated
within five days and given a new
assistant manager in John Trollope,
the holder of the club’s appearance
record with 770 League games in 20
years up to 1980.

The new partnership delivered
instant results when Swindon won
the Fourth Division with a League
record of 102 points — 18 more than
runners-up Chester — and the
forward march was unstoppable last
season.

The Robins finished third behind
Bourmemouth and Middlesbrough
before coming through a five-match
play-off series watched by nearly
70,000 fans. It wastension all the way
as they recovered from two down to
eliminate Wigan and then cancelled
out a two-goal aggregate deficit to
force a third meeting with Gilling-
ham.

Two goals by Steve White
eventually brought an epic finish to
the season on May 25th in a decider
that attracted a bumper crowd of
18,491 at neutral Selhurst Park.

Promotion was an appropriate
reward for Macarn's decision to
reject an offer from Leicester City in
the summer of 1986. Last season’s
success also opened up the
possibility of taking Swindon Town
from the Fourth Division to the First
in record time.

But their 38-year-old manager
warned against expecting toomuch.
“I'm sorry but I have to face the
facts,” he told the Daily Mail’s Peter
Jackson in August. “In the Second
Division, we'll be mixing with
powerful opposition equipped with
many First Division class players,
Aston Villa, Leeds, Manchester City,
Ipswich, Leicesterand soon."




Consequently, Mr Macari was
more than happy by the way
Swindon adapted to the challenge.
After losing their opening match at
Bradford — which proved to be no
disaster in the light of the Yorkshire
club’s long run at the top — The
Robins reached fourth place in mid-
October and dumped First Division
Portsmouth out of the Littlewoods
Cup.

Successive away wins at West
Bromwich, Middlesbrough and
Barnsley revealed the strength of an
attacking team, thriving on the goals
of the Second Division's leading
scorer, Jimmy Quinn, who hit
Littlewoods Cup hat-tricks against
Bristol City and Pompey.

Mr Macari, though, stuck with the
cautious line. After only two defeats
in a sequence of 12 League games,
he set out his main objective. “I
would be delighted if, next May,
Swindon are regarded as an
established Second Division club."”

It wasaround that time that hisside
faltered. They took only one point
from five games and also went out of
the Littlewoods Cup in a replay at
Watford. Coincidence or not, the
bad run started when Fraser Digby,
who left Manchester United to
become an England Under-21
goalkeeper with Swindon, was out
with a broken thumb.

Nicky Hammond, a 20 year-old
summer recruit from Arsenal, took
over for five matches before
Southampton's Under-21 cap, Tim
Flowers, agreed to help out on loan
at the County Ground, as he did last
season.

Hammond was one of five players
brought in during the close season.
Kieran O'Regan and Jon Gittens
moved up from the South Coast —
from Brighton and Southampton,
respectively — and Swindon looked
north to sign Steve Foley from
Sheffield United and John Kelly from
Chester.

Full back Chris Ramsey went to
Southend and Kelly had only a short
stay in Wiltshire before joining
QOldham Iast month for £35,000.
Swindon- also clinched a part-
exchange deal with Aldershot in
October, releasing Steve Berry ona
free transfer and taking free-scoring
midfielder Bobby Bames for £50,000.

Bames, who had First Division
experience with West Ham, realised
all expectations with four goalsin his
first six League appearances, buthis
efforts came to nothing as the de-
fence conceded 11 goals in defeats
by Manchester City, Leicester and
Leeds. -

Only three first-teamers remain
from the side that Mr Macar
inherited in 1984. David Hockaday, a
30-year-old full back, has totted up
over 150 League ontings since
leaving Blackpool and midfield man

Leigh Barnard, a free transfer
signing from Portsmouth, com-
pleted 200 League games for the
club this season. Former apprentice
Charlie Henry became a regular in
1980 but has not played so much in
the last 18 months.

There is plenty of experience in
the centre of the defence. Tim
Parkin, who made his debut ten
years age with Blackbumm and later
played in Sweden, was signed from
Bristol Rovers last season, while
Scotsman Colin Calderwood has
been an ever-present since moving
from Mansfield in 1985.

Left back Phil King, previously
with Exeter and Torquay, striker
Steve White, who was first dis-
covered by Bristol Rovers in local
non-League football, and ex-Trow-
bridge forward Bryan Wade are the
only West Countrymen in the senior
squad.

The main strikers travelled around
the country before forming a
productive partnership 12 months
ago. Quinn, a Northermn Ireland
international was first signed from
Oswestry and then returned from a
spell at Blackbum, while 6ft 3ins
centre forward Dave Bamber
stopped off at Walsall and Coventry
while making four moves in three
years.

Midfielder Chris Kamara is
another player in his second term at
Swindon, and fellow North-
Eastemer Peter Coyne was a young
reserve at Old Trafford when Mr
Macari was with Manchester United.

@ Villa and Swindon have only
met six times previously in
either the league or cup. All of
the games were in the Second
Division, resulting in two wins
each and two draws. With
each side having scored seven
goals, the honours are well
and truly even.

Bugust 23rd 1969 At 25,757

VILLA 0 SWINDON Z (Horsfield, Thomas)
Villa: Williams, Wright, Aitken, Tiler,
Edwards, Tumnbull, Ferguson, Hamilton,
McMahon, B.Rioch, Anderson (Godfrey).

December 26th 1969 At 22,38¢
SWINDON 1 (Noble) VILLA 1 (Curts)
Villa: Phillips, Wright, Aitkeen, Curtis, Tiler,
Anderson, Godfrey, McMzhon (Martin),
Hamilton, B.Rioch.

September 16th 1972 A 30,665

VILLA 2 (Evans, Lochhead) SWINDON 1
(Rogers)

Villa: Cumbes, Gidman, Aitken, B.Rioch,
Nicholl, Ross, Graydon, McMahon,
Lochhead, Vowden, Anderson (Evans).

February 10th 1973 Aft: 13.615
SWINDON | (Moss) VILLA 3 (Evans,
Graydon 2)

Villa: Cumbes, Robson, Aitken, B Rioch,
Nicholl, Ross, Graydon, Brown, Evans,
Vowden, B.Little.

November 24th 1973 Atr- 5475
SWINDON | (Moss) VILLA 0

Villa: Cumbes, Gidman, Aitken, Hockey,
Nichol, Ross, Vowden, Brown, Morgan
(Evans), Hamilton, B Linle.

HRpril 6th 1974 Att: 20,708

VILLA ] (B.Little) SWINDON | (Ezstoe)
Villa: Cambes, Gidman, Ritken,
McMahon, Stark, Turnbull, B Little, Ross,
Morgan, Hamilton, Leonard.

® Onloan from Southam

City (H) 34, Leicester {A) 23,
Littlewoods
Simod Cup: Blackburn (A) 2-

SWINDON TOWN ROLL CALL 1987-88

Dave Bamber St Hele 26 7
= Weiaal Poramonn
Leigh Barnard Worsley Portsmouth 23() 2
Bobby Barnes ‘West Ham, Aldershot 8 8
Colin Calderwood Stranraer Mansfield 28 1
Peter Coyne Manchester Manchester Utd, Ashton 33) —
Crewe, Hyde
Fraser Digby Sheffield hester Utd 18 =
;e'l:;ni-'nley i?ﬁrpool Everpool. Grimsby, ga(}) 3
H:Immbnd Essex Arsenal 5 = =
David Hockaday i Bl g3 gg -
Chris Kamara C ugh Pontsmouth, Swindon, - -
Phil ¢ Bristol Exeter, Torquay 26 -
Kieran O'Regan Cork Brighton- uE -
Tim Parlan Penrith Blackbumn, Malmo, Bristol R 24 2
Jimmy Quinn Belfast Oswestry, Swindon, 23(1) 18
Bryan Wade Bath ' 'l'mwi:;?m Lo
Steve White Chipping Sodbury Bristol R, n, 4 i 4
Charlton, Bristol R 2o
ALSO PLAYED:

aavaBeny(nodemhot)hpps lgm!.hhnxaﬁrmowmdhms)i{i)amlgnal

mmm&mo—s Sheffield Utd (H) 2-0, WBA (A) 2-1. H!LII{HJM
Middlesbrough (&) 3-2, Birmingham (H) 0-2, Barnsley (A) 1-0, Ipswich (A} 2-3,
40, Shrewsbury (H) 1-1, Millwall (&) 2-2, Oldham (H) 20, oke{‘H}
Plymaouth (H) 1-1, Leeds (A} 24 Bonxmmomh(m
cwmmcma-c (A)2-3, Porsmouth (H) 3-1, (&) 3-1, Watford (H) -1, (1) 24.

(Up to and including Samday 28th November 1887).

Reading (H)
, C.Palace (A) 12, Man

T



TED SMALL: LARGE CONTRIBUTION

@ There are many parts of Villa Park and its surroundings which
have become a lasting testimony to the hard work and dedication
put in by TED SMALL, Aston Villa’s Stadium manager.

Most recent is the internal fitting out of Stumps indoor cricket
pavilion, popularly regarded already as the most stylish around in
terms of social facilities.

Ted, an all-round maintenance man of the old school who believe
in craftsmanship, was responsible for organising and supervising the
contract work that went into making Stumps the fine showpiece for
the sport which it has become.

Villa are fortunate indeed to have on the staff an individual who can
either provide or supervise virtually all the services required on an
in-house basis.

Ted'’s association with the club dates back 20 years or more to
when local tradesmen were asked to help the club by carrying out
functions to help revitalise the club when chairman Doug Ellis first
came in with a new board of directors.

Subsequently Ted joined the club on a full-time basis, left for a
while and then was brought back when Mr Ellis returned and more
and more updating of facilities were undertaken.

Among his contributions was that of instigating the necessary
changes on the safety aspect to come into line with the requirements
of the Safety of Sports Grounds Act.

Ted Small is one of the many members of the Villa Park team-
behind-the-team who make the club tick.

a

MANAGER OF THE MONTH

He's a winner...

Manager Graham Tayloraccepted
the Manager of the Month award, a
gallon bottle of Bell's Scotch
Whiskey, from the company’s
regional sales executive Kevin
Power, before the Sheffield
Wednesday game.

WILLING WITNESS

® Tariq Khaliq, a youngster on a
three-weeks works experience stint
at Villa Park, suddenly found
himself involved in the club’s big

* business affairs last week.

Tariq, from Holte Comprehensive
School, Lozells, where Mark Walters
and commercial man Abdul Rashid
attended, was passing near the
manager's office when, to his
amazement, he was summoned
inside by Graham Taylor.

There he was asked to witness the
signatures on the transfer forms of
new signing Stuart Gray from
Bamnsley before their dispatch to
Football League HQ.

Tariq signed (slightly nervously)
where he was asked, alongside the
£175,000 new midfield player, and
will remain permanently in the
records as permanent proof that he
actually worked for Aston Villa,
albeit for just a brief spell.

VILLA SOUND

Villa supporters often
comment on the highly
professional presentation on
the publicaddress system
before the game and at half-
timeandtheend.

_This is provided by Radio
WM's Michael Collie. To hear
more of Michael tune in to
‘Coming Home', with regular
Sports Round-Ups, every
weekday between 4.04 pm
and 7.00 pm. 206m/1458khz,
95.6 VHF in Stereo.

Happy listening ...!




TOP GEAR
® Austin Rover... Aston Villa: two
bodies with driving ambition.

It was more than mere coin-
cidence that this line-up of sleek
saloons were recently parked
outside the North Stand in the shape
of a joined-up AV.

This was Austin Rover’s delivery
of the latest selection of motor cars
to players and officials as part of the
on-going sponsorship arrangement
between the twolegendary Midland
names.

Villa’s destination is the First
Division, ultimately Europe and yet
more honours to add to an im-
pressive roll of honour.

Austin Rover's own targets are
world-wide markets which know no
bounds.

Included in the quality line-up are
Montegos and a Rover ... vehicles
which club representatives are
proud to drive in the knowledge that
they will keep them onthe rightroad
and will never let them down.

Aston Villa and Austin Rover are
going places. Together.

PLACE THE SMILES

® You need a safe pair of hands
when looking after a cheque for
£96,000, and Villa ’'keeper Nigel
Spink was happy to provide them
when the Birmingham Post and
Mail recently presented their
cheque to record Place the Ball
winner, Louise Sandels.

Nigel cheerfully handed over the
super prize to Louise, a bank clerkin
Stratford-upon-Avon and a house-
wife in Bideford.

Louise’s husband Dirk, a quantity
surveyor, joined them in the picture
and then enjoyed a quiet chat with
the Villa man. Dirk is a goalkeeper,

too, in local football.

It will certainly be a happy Xmasin
the Sandels household ... and hope-
fully a successful New Year for
Nigel, whose testimonial fund is just
getting underway.

SPECIAL GUEST

® Our special guest this afternoon
is lifelong supporter Mr HAlbert
Maddox, who has been nominated
by his son.

Mr Maddox will enjoy the hospi-
tality of the club and watch the
match from the directors box. Here’s
hopmg the result turns out right for

GRAY CHECKS IN

New midfielder Andy Gray from
Crystal Palace attended the Simod
Cup-tie, the night before he
officially signed for the club, and
joined with Mark Burke in
presenting a framed share to MrPaul
Murphy, Chief Executive of the Little
Aston Hospital.

BAILEY PRIZES

Simon Stainrod and Steve Hunt
joined in with NGBailey, Birming-
ham-based Electrical Contractors,
hosted by marketing and sales
engineer Peter Stinton in a
promotion at Villa Park and
presented autographed Villa ballsto
competition winners. Bailey's were
Houghton Suite sponsors.

LA

CHRISTMAS
COMPETITION

Sponsored by the TSB Bank
Make sure you purchase a
copy of either tonight’s
‘Sports Argus’ or Monday's
‘Evening Mail’ for full
details.

ATTENTION TO -
SUPPORTERS WHO
TRAVELLED TO
BRADFORD CITY LAST
WEEKEND

A group of Villa supporters
who journeyed to Yorkshire
in a white hatchback had
their car damaged. Could
they please contact the
police on 021 327 6551, as
the culprits have now been
found!

SPONSOR A GRAY?

Aston Villa's two latest
signings, Andy and Stuart
Gray are available for kit
sponsorship in the club’s
‘Sponsorkit’ scheme. Full
details can be obtained by
contacting the Commercial
Department on 021 327 5399.

UNLUCKY STEVE
As you are all no doubt
aware by now, our popular
midfield man Steve Hunt
has been forced to retire
from the game, on the
advice of a specialist,
because of his knee injury.
There will be a special
tribute to Steve in our next
programme, against his
former club, Albion, but in
the meantime the best
wishes of everyone at the
club go out to Steve.

FRIDAY DERBY

Supporters are reminded
that our home fixture against
West Bromwich Albion will
be on Friday 18th
December, kick-off 7.30 pm.
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Garry Thompson turns in time to see his header rocket into the net for Villa's 38th minute equaliser against
Sheffield Wednesday. Below, a dejected looking Martin Hodge retrieves the ball as Villa celebrate.




Andy Gray is ready to settle down
after waiting seven years to find the
club of his dreams.

“I'm here to build a career,"” said
the 23-year-old Londoner at the end
of a complicated trail in which he
had two major setbacks before
becoming a late League entrant
three years ago.

* Crystal Palace signed him when
Terry Venables was manager. but
there was no apprenticeship at the
end of two years on schoolboy
forms.

* Brentford thentook himonasan
apprentice, but that arrangement
lasted for only six weeks.

+ Andy then looked for work in
South London and one of the jobs he
had was running a flower stall on
Lambeth Walk. He was 18 by the
time his football ambitions were re-
charged by the famous amateur
club, Corinthian Casuals.

He had a year with them, playing
against Bristol City in the first round
of the FA Cup in 1983, and then he
followed their manager, Billy Smith,
to Dulwich Hamlet. That turned out
to be the lasl stepping stone back to
the Football League.

He was with Dulwich foronly three
months before Crystal Palace re-
entered his life in a £2,000 transfer
deal. “At the time, a few clubs were
watching me, and Steve Coppell
signed me straightaway,”” says the
Brixton-born midfielder who first
showed promise whenrepresenting
South London and then London in
school football.

Palace soon made up for letting
him go as a 16-year-old. Less than a
month after signing him fora second
time, they put him in centre midfield
alongside Welsh intemational Peter
Nicholas, and he scored on his
debut at Grimsby in December 1984.

DIVIDED TIME

® Over the next two years, Andy
divided his time between midfield
and a striking role.

In all, he notched 27 goals in 98
League appearances for Palace, but
midfield became his regular posi-
tioen 12 monthsago when they signed
Mark Bright from Leicester City.

“l always felt there was more
pressure up front because people
expect you to score goals,” he says.
“But I knew I could play in midfield.
As long as you work hard, you can't
go far wrong, and there's stll a
chance to get a few goals. In fact, I
~ scored six for Palace this season.”

One of his best days was in

ANDY GRAY

September when the Selhurst Park
team won 6-0 at St Andrew’'s. Andy
got one goal from the penalty spot
and another with a stunning 35-yard
free kick. It goes without saying that
a repeat performance would be
most welcome in the derby with
Blues next Saturday!

“I like trying shots from long
distances,” he says. "1 also enjoyed
taking the penalties for Palace and
hopefully that's a job I can do for
Villa.”

Though Palace were onlya couple
of peints off a place in the play-offs
last season, Andy had a move in
mind for some time and was not
swayed when they went to the top of
the Second Division for a spell In
September.

I was on the transfer list last year
but no-one came in for me, even
though I felt | was playing well,” he
explains. “The way I looked at it was
that maybe other clubs wanted to
see if I could play well over a longer
period. In the end, I signed a new
contract in the summer, but I still
hoped that a move would come up.

“Once | knew Villa were in-
terested in me, I set my heart on
coming here, even though other

clubs were mentioned. I could have
gone to Charlton, 1 heard that Forest
were interested and there was talk
of a bid from Chelsea in the news-
papers.

“It was a bit frustrating waiting for
something to happen, but Palace
hung on because they were
obviously trying to getalot of money
for me. It wasn't the best of situations
for me, and I was very happy when
they eventually agreed terms with
Villa.”

Andy’'s admiration for Villa goes
back to the days when he followed
the exploits of his famous Scottish
namesake. He was only 13 when
A.G. Mark One took the First
Division by storm, and he regarded
1t as a dream come true to sign for
Villa.

RISKE FACTOR ...

® Of course, there is a risk factor in
any transfer, both for club and
player, but he is in no doubt that the
move is a boost for his career.

‘People say the grass isn't
greener on the other side of the
fence. but I know it is after only a
couple of weeks here,” he said.

With both Villa and Palace
bracketed among the promotion
contenders, his assessment will be
put to the test over the next few
months, though it was the longer
term prospects that really
influenced his decision.

“Villa may be in the Second
Division, but they are a First Division
club in every other respect.” he
says. ‘Inthree years in Division Two,
I have seen sides go up with certain
qualities.

“In my opinion, the team I was
with did not have those qualities, but
Villa do. With the right blend of
players, they can win promoticn this
season, and if they do, the resources
will be there to build a bigger squad
for the First Division.”

If there is an element of a
businessman in that statement, it
should be no surprise because
Andy owns a sports shop in Tooting
In partnership with his brother,
Trevor. I am very business-
minded,” he said in explaining his
early planning for the future. “I am
notthe sort of person who will sitand
rest on what's there.”

@ PERSONAL NOTE: Andy has
been living in the club hostel prior
to making arrangements for Chris-
tine and their baby son, Spencer (8
months), to move up to the
Birmingham area.
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STEVE SIMS
The Villa skipper is one of
four ever-presents for the club
so far this season
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Getting the opponents by the nose.

~ copy that!

Superstitious Welsh goalkeeper, opposing forwards kept their

Dr Roose, never washed his distance.
football shirt. This, combined You'll always come up
with his ability to punch a smelling of roses when

ball further than most you have a Mita copier
men can Kick it, on your side -
meant the no sweat!

the perfect match

Mita Copvstar (UK Led, Mita House. Hamm Moor Lane. Addlestone, Surrey KT15 258. Tel: 0932 858266. Telex: 299268 Fax: 0932 856225
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Panini family Club

MARTIN DROPS IN

® England Under-21
defender Martin Keown
proved a big hit with
members when he popped
in to sign autographs for
the Simod Cup-tie against
Bradford City.

It was a fairly low-key, low
gate event but that simply
gave the former Arsenal
player a little more time to
mix with those who were
there. Martin is pictured
here chatting to youngsters
with another player, Tony
Daley.

He showed a particular
. interest in the display of
trophies and famous Aston
Villa souvenirs.

Martin was intrigued by
the wages book ... that's
one area where older
generations cannot talk
about ‘the good old days ...’
Keown jokingly suggested
he could borrow the pair of
boots which were on
display. ““We told him they
belonged to Pongo
Waring,'' joked organiser
Dave Wallis.

“But we all know they are
mine, really. Graham Taylor
likes me to have them
available in case he needs
me to step in and play at

short notice any time ..."'

Dave, we know you losta
lot of weight but THAT'S
ridiculous!

As always, the collection
of autographs supplied by
the succession of players
who sign in on match days
or nights will go into the hat
at the end of the season,
with a prize on offer for the
winner.

More details of thatina
future issue.

COMPETITIONS

Bradford City: Raffle ticket
No.474, held by Paul Hunt
(11) of Castle Bromwich. He
won a Villa Man badge.

Millwall: Steve Pitchford,
Langdon near Rugeley, won
with ticket number 408. Not
to be outdone, Steve's eight
year old son Justin won the
guess the crowd with an
estimate of 13,152. The
actual gate was 13,255.

A leather combcase and
comb and a Villa penant
went to the Pitchford home.
Guess the Crowd v
Bradford City: John Ward of
Bourneville guessed 4127,
but got his figures slightly in
the wrong order. The actual
gate was 4217.

SIGN PLEASE

81 OUT OF 92

¢ It was a pleasure to have
as the Panini Family Club
guest PAUL STAINES, who
is from the same village
near Chelmsford as
Mervyn Day, (the former
Villa "keeper now with
Leeds) for the Millwall

game.

Paul, who is physically
disabled has set himself the
task of visiting all 92 League
clubs and told us that Villa
Park was his 81st. He had
travelled up to the game
from his home in Southend,
quite a haul for him in the
circumstances.

It has taken him 10 yesars
so far to get within eleven
clubs of completing his
collection but he says he is
in no hurry. Time is on his
side.

One of the problems, of
course, is when new clubs
come into the League, the
latest being Scarborough;
another long trip. Pity,
really, that such games are
naturally Fourth Division
ones.

Other long distance

travellers were Roger Hicks
and a party of boys from

«Wilton Middle School,

Salisbury. They were guests
of John Thornwell and his
boys from St Stephens
School, Redditch.

Hopefully, John and his
party will join us in a Soccer
Special soon.

SOCCER SPECIAL

@ Talking of the Soccer
Special scheme, Swindon
Town were due to bring 50
boys along today to play
Villa teams at football.

Hopefully, all went well
and that the Wiltshire
contingent are enjoying
themselves mingling with us
as very welcome visitors
today.

If they like our facilities
then that is a big bonus to
us.

SORRY!

® We have to makea
belated apology for our
having to cancel the
proposed Family Club trip
to Bradford City last
Saturday. We had enough
bookings for a full coach,
baut it turned out that we
could not be provided with
sufficient seats suitable for
younger fans, so the trip
had to be abandoned.

We were all very
disappointed, but it was
unavoidable from our point
of view.
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Larry Canning has 45 years first-hand experience of Aston Villa. For 12 years, beginning
in 1942, he was a Villa player. Then, introduced by David Coleman in 1857. there has
followed more than 30 yearsas aradio commentator. In between, he wasthe club'smost
avid observer. In this series he compares, contrasts and reaches conclusions on pairs of

similar Villa players from that period.

@ Villa, like other clubs over the years,
find they sometimes have a snccession of
good players for one particularroleanda
shortage in others. The right wing
position is one where, I feel, Villa have
not been too well blessed.

When ] locok back over a period of thirty
years or so, twa of the exceptions that
spring to mind are LES SMITH, who
shared in the 18957 FA Cup success, and
RAY GRAYDON, who was a key part of
some of the successes of the 1970s.

This Les Smith is not to be confused with
the one | wrote about in a previous issue
who joined the club from Brentiord
around the end of World War II and
played on the left side.

The 1950s version came to Villa Park
from Wolves and slotted ideally into the
Eric Houghton team which rocked the
football world (and Manchester United!)
at Wembley.

What I remember most about him is that
he was obviously a product of the Wolves
system. He had to be able to run and run
and run. And he could that. But he could
play, as well.

He was very fast and he had a
thunderous shot in his right foot,
cutting in from the wing at
speed. When Les Smith went
past defenders they never saw
him again.

Although he could stop and
chip the ball, he was far more
effective when he went on and
had a shot, which he did quite
often. His strength, I thought,
was taking goals rather than
making them though, as I say,
he could do both.

Les was not very tall but he
was sturdy and determined,
difficult to get off the ball once
he was in full flight and far more
courageous than a lot of
wingers. | suppose you could
say he had to be a battler
because he was a Wolves man
basically.

He was a product of the Stan
Cullis schoal and [ would imagine
that he found Villa Park a ‘Garden
of Eden’ compared to Molineux at
that time though Villa trainer Bill
Moore was also a very hard
taskmaster.

Les Smith gave Aston Villa very
fine service, as did Ray Graydon,
who joined the club under Vic
Crowe and played for Ron Saunders
for a while before moving on.

However, Graydon was a different style
altogether. although he played a similar
role.

He was more the genteel kind who
made goals rather more prolifically,
though he could score them, too, some
very good ones.

It would, perhaps, be not unfair to say
that he was dainty more than aggressive.
He was an out and out right winger. That's
where he played and that's where you
found him.

LES SMITH

He tended to patrol his touchline,
picked up passes, beat his defender or
defenders and got the ball over. Ray was
the kind of winger that big front men love
to have on their side.

I remember Andy Lochhead, for one,
heading in a lot of Graydon's centres.
Among his qualities wasthat he wasavery
accurate lacker and did not waste toc
many passes.

He could find people at the far post and
put the ball on their head, a great asset.
There was no question of just hoofing it
over and hoping for the best. He had
precision on his side.

That's the thing I liked about Ray
Graydon, he was a very useful mantohave
in your side. Thinking purely in terms of
right wing play. I'm not sure ifhe hasever
been replaced adequately.

Ray Graydon wasone cfthe playerswho
helped Ron Saunders’ side win promotion
and the Football League Cup in his first
season, and a lot of the goals came either
from his crosses or from Graydon himself.

Andy Cray. remember, was another
player whose performances were
helped a great deal by

Graydon's wing work. He

was the perfect foil

for both of them.

He could float the ball

right onto their heads

Without mentioning

names or clubs, there are
players of the Gray type
around the League and their
managers have never been
able to introduce the
Graydon type to get the

best out of them. It seems
common sense to me that if
you have the one, you need
the other and vice versa.
Unhappily, when Graydon
was around, wingers were
just going out of fashion

and it is only just recently that
they have begun to come into
their own again.
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IT’S PERTY TIME!

lemu!‘utyhubem
~ arranged for members of the
mcmmmmurmﬂy
- Members to take place before
the match with West Bromwich

These members ought by now to have
; received a circular with full details
~ and, since the total is limited to 200,
they should get their forms returned immediately -
because inclusion will be strictly on a first-come-first-
served basis. The youngsters will congregate at the :
Villa Sports and Leisure centre at 4 o’clock on the aftemoon :
of the match where they will be entertainedto
loads of fun before moving on to watch the
match in the Panini Family Enclosure.
There will be a five-a-side football, mini-
hockey, the wobbly castle, table tennis and
Waddington's table games for the slightly less
active.
Prizes will include some donated by Panini,
match tickets and opportunities to be a ball
hoy, a mascot or to meet the players.
AllHin price is £3.59 and that includes a super
Xmas tea party before moving on to the march
A party with a difference forsure ...
DON'T MISS OUT.

-
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- i"u»- : people. spending moneY
e See Singapose, Austala. Honoluly and Los Angeles in 15 wonderful ights.
THE HOLIBAY WING OF QANTAS * 2\!0 PR!ZE ?gf_ﬁf{f?g‘éﬁco'- OUR

# 3rp PRILE 4 reasmaoe
PLUS 4 CONSOLATION PRIZES e
fe‘* *’f\—

® Promeser: Mr A Wabb, Aston Vills Promotions Lottery,
el
Dear Supporter,

Lottery Office, Villa Park, Trinity Boad. Slirmingham
® Desw takas pisce 2t Vils Fadk on the pitch Suring hall-time imtervsl
on New Yezs Doy - Astos Villg v Hell Cay

& fArgistered with Bhrngham Losal Autliodiy N 3833

Someone, somewhere will start 1988 Ionhng forward to the 'Hohday of a
Lifetime’ and they will have the chance to see the world thanks to Qantas and its
Hohdameq Jetabout. The winner and their partner will fly from London to
Australia via Singapore, then on to Hawaii and California before returning back to
. London. Jetabout — the leading tour operator to Australia and the South Pacific
have put together 15 nights accommodation along the way: 2 nightsin Singapore, 3
nights in Caimns which isthe Gateway to the Great Barrier Reef, 4 nightsin Sydney.

and 5 nights in Honolulu and | night in Los Angeles. menne:winbeahleto'
dates between 1.3.88 and 30.6.88. Join in the fun and buy a ticket

select their own
: today.orhenersliﬂcaﬂmmeloue:y%cemdeoﬂectacouﬂeofbmksmd
sell them for the Club and help in our Fund Raising.

T. Cardall, PtonwnonsMamgar :
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Tuesday 10th November: Garry
Thompson is on standby for an
unexpectedly early return in the
Simod Cup-tie with Bradford City at
Viila Park tomorrow night.
Thompson has been out since April
because of an operation on a tom
abdominal muscle. Manager
Graham Taylor has to consider
recalling Thompson sooner than he
would have wished because he has
only 10 fit players. With Martin
Keown injured Mark Lillis will have
to switch back to defence and Alan
Mclnally to midfield.

Wednesday 11th November: Villa's
sadly-depleted team slumpstoa
five-goal defeat before one of the
lowest-ever gates for a competitive
game.

Friday 12th November: The injury
situation improves slightly with
Keown likely to return for the mip
to Oldham.

Saturday 13th November: A goal
by Alan MciInally gives Villa a most
welcome win at Boundary Park,
and maintains the fine away record
of seven wins, two draws and only
one defeat.

Monday 15th November:
Manager's patience is rewarded
when he finzally agrees terms for
midfield player Andy Gray of
Crystal Palace for £150,000. The
deal is left on ice until after the
Sheffield Wednesday tie.

Tuesday 16th November: Selection
problems for the fourth round
Littlewoods Cup-tie with Sheffield
Wednesday at Villa Park tomorrow
night with Mark Walters
suspended as a result of being sent
off at Shrewsbury. The 14 players
which the manager has available
includes Thompson and Gary
Shaw.

Wednesday 17th November: Villa
beaten 2-1 by Sheffield
Wednesday, although the
opposition are reduced to 10 men
because of the first half sending off
of Gary Megson. Thompson marks
his return with a spectacular
headed goal.

Thursday 18th November: Andy
Gray is at Villa Park to complete
the formality of £150,000 signing
from Palace. Gray chooses Villa
despite positive interest shown by
Chelsea, Charlton and Nottingham
Forest. “Thisis a legendary ci

he says. "It should be one of the
top six in the First Division."

I




15,708
15,006

8.014
30,870
15,443
22,680
10,828
14,580
13137
11,536

1675
11,568
25358
13.484
14,504
11,543
22,072
12,095

9.498

7,088
15,384
11,671
10,052

Highest

STUART G
two goals at Bradford.

Home League Games
Average

11.258
12.429
8517
15,358
8,373
18,781
8610
11,550
7.580
8,008
6.720
7413
18,606
9,653
10,147
8,138
11,164
9,625
7493
4,268
1.065
7328
6,033

- 11(1)
10(1)

21
16

Homs Away

PWODLF AWDTLTFAPE
Middiesbrough 21 82 11 652 312 88
Bradford City 21 8 1 241 5 3 2121043
Miliwall 21 B 1 1% 8 4 2 5111839
Aston Villa s 3 1 en
Hull City 217 4 07 B8 3 3 412237
Manchester City 21 6 2 23111 4 4 3161536
Crystal Palace 20 8 1 125 8§ 3 2 5171936
Ipswich Town 21 9 1 019 4 VY 5 5 B 133
Birmingham City 21 5 5 11311 4 1 5111733
Swindon Town 20 8 3 22411 3 1 515190
Blackburn Rovers 2 5 3 213'8 3 4 312130
Bamnsley 2 61 3N 2485 THD
Leeds United 21 6 2 21410 0 6 5 92026
Stoke City 25 3 2R T2 2 T AN
Plymouth Argyle 21 4 3 32215 2 3 61021 4
Leicestar City 28 5 2 41711 1 2 6121822
WestBromwich Albion 21 5 3 31912 1 1 8 B23 22
Sheffield United 21 4 3 41514 2 1 7 8192
Bournemouth 21 3 3 51616 2 2 6101920
Shrewsbury Town 21 2 3 51013 1 4 6 71818
Oldham Athletic 19 3 3 41012 1 1 7 41616
Huddersfield Town 21 2 4 4 914 1 2 BHA3TIS
Reading 20 2 2 51012 1 378051

ot

FACTS & FIGURES

30,870 Aston Villa v B'ham (22.8.87)
Lowest League Antendance:

Highest Home Win:
Man City 10 Huddersfield 1 (7.11.87)

Highest Away Win:
Birmingham O Crystal Palace 6 (5.9.87)

Most Goals in a Match:
3 Greg Abbott (Brad C) v Plymouth
{ 3 Imve Varadi (Man C) v Stoke

| 3 Bemnie Staven (M'boro) v H'field
3 Mark Walters {Villa) v C Palace
3 Roger Paimer (Oldham) v S'bury
3 Tony Morley (WBA) v H'field

3 Bernia Slaven (M'boro) v S'bury
3 lan Wright (Palace) v Plymouth
3 Tony Adcock (Man C) v H'field

3 Paul Stewart (Man C) v H field
3 David White (Man C) v H'field

1 3 Tony Cascarino {(M'wall) v Lesds

LU T T I N
|

18 Jimmy Quinn (Swindon Town)
17 Paul Stewart (Manchester City)
16 Mark Bright (Crystal Palace}
15 Bernie Slaven [Middlesbrough)
14 Bobby Bames (Swindon Town)
14 David Whits (Manchester City)
14 Tony Cascarino (Millwall)
13 Ron Futcher (Bradford City)
13 lan Wright (Crystal Palace)
12 Steve Whitton (Birmingham City)
11 David Lowe (Ipswich Town)
11 Duncan Shearer (Huddersfield Town)
11 Tommy Tynan (Plymouth Argyle)
1 Imre Varadi (Manchester City)
10 Colin Gordon (Reading)
9 Warren Aspinall {Aston Villa)
3 John MacDonald (Bamsley)
9 Bob Taylor (Leeds United)

Ll I
-t

2,555 Shrewsbury v Sheff U {17.11.87) |

FIRST TEAM RECORD

V | Opposition At
A | lpswichTown +1-1 14,580
H | Birmingham City 0-2 | 30,870 18
A | Hull City 1-2 8,315 2
H | Manchester City 1-1 16.282 2
A | Leicester City 2-0 10,286 1t
H | Middlesbrough 0-1 12,665 1
H | Barnsley 0-0 12,621 1%
16 | A | West Bromwich Albion 2-0 22,072 1
18 | A | Hudderstieid Town 1-0 6.884 1
23 | A | Middlesbrough (LC2-1L) 1-0 1,424 -
26 | H | Sheffield United 1-1 14,761 1
30 | H | Blackburn Rovers 1-1 11,772 €
3 | A | PlymouthArgyle 3-1 | 10,515 £
7 | H | Middiesbrough (LC2-21L) 1-0 | 1,702
10 | A | Leeds United +3-1 20.741 €
17 | H | Bournemouth 1-1 | 15345 7
21 | H | Crystal Palace 441 12,755 L]
24 | A | StokeCity 0-0 13,484 <
28 | H | Tottenham Hotspur (LC3) 2-1 | 2ana .
31 | H | Reading 2-1 13,413 =
3 | A | ShrewsburyTown 2-1 7,089 e
7 | H | Millwall 1-2 13,255 5
11 | H | Bradford City (SC1) 0-5 | 421w i
14 | A | Oldham Athlstic 1-0 6,469 <
18 | H | Sheffield Wednesday(LC4) | 1-2 | 25302 -
: 28 | A | Bradford City 4-2 15.008 3
Dec 5 | H | SwindonTown
Dec 12 | A | Birmingham City
Dec 18 | H | West Bromwich Albion
Dec 28 | A | Shefiield United
i Dec 28 | H | Huddersfield Town
Jan 1| H | Hull City
Jan 2 | A | Barnsley
Jan 9 FA.Cup(3)
Jan 16 Ipswich Town
Jan 23 Manchester City
Jan 30 FA Cup(4)
Feb 6  H | LeicesterCity
Feb 13 | A | Middlesbrough
Feb 20 | A | Blackburn Rovers(FA Cup35)
Fep 27 | H | Plymouth Argyle
Mar 5 | A | Bournemouth
{Mar 12 | H | Leeds United (FA.Cup§)
{Mar 19 | A | Reading
Mar 26 | H | Stoke City
{apr 2| A | Milwall
Apr' 4 | H | Oidham Athletic
Apr 9| A | Crystal Palace (FA. Cup SF}
{Apr 23 | H | Shrewsbury Town
{May 2 | H | Bradford City
May 7 | A | SwindonTown
May 14 FA.CupFinal -




1987-88 RESULTS - ATTENDANCES - APPEARANCES - GOALSCORERS

3 | 4 7 B ] 10 1 Sub Sub
Spink Gage Galtacher | Cooper Sims Keown Birch | Aspinall Stainrod D Hunt Walters SHunt Burke
Spink Gage Gallacher | Cooper | Sims Keown Birch | Aspinall Stainrod | DHunt Walters SHunt(10) | DateviS)
Spink Gage Gallacher | Cooper | Sims Keown Daley | Aspinail’ | Stainrod | DHumt Walters S Hunt Burke{7)
Spink Gage' Gallacher | DHunt Sims | Keown Burke Aspinall Stainrod | SHunt Walters Dufty Turnbull
Spink Gage Gallacher | DHunt Sims | Keown Burke Allen Lillis’ | SHunt Walters' | Aspinall Cooper
Spink Gage Galtacher | DHunt Sims | Ksown Burke Allen Lillis | SHunt | Walters Aspinali(7) | Cooperi4)
Spink Gage Gallacher | Cooper Sims | Keown Birch Allen Lillis |SHunt | watters | Aspinalii8) | Burke
Spink Gage Gallacher | Cooper Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall® | Lillis SHunt | Walters Stainrod | Burke
Spink Gage Gallacher | Cooper Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall Lillis SHunt' | Waiters Burks D Hunt{4)
Spink Gage Gallacher | DHunt Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall' | Lilis S Hunt | Waiters Burke Stainrod
Spink Gage' Gallacher | DHunt Sims | Keown Birch 1 Aspinal | Lillis Allen Walters Burke(10) | Stainrod
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims | Keawn Birch Aspinall' | Mcinally DHunt Walters Shaw Evans(9)
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis’ Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinally | SHunt Walters” | Shaw | Evansi(9j
Spink Gage Gatlacher | Lillis Sims | Keown Birch' Aspinall T Mcinally SHunt Walters Shaw Evans(8)
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall® | Mcinally SHunt Waiters Shaw DHunt
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinally | SHunt Walters' | Shaw{8) | DHunt
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall | DHunt S Hunt' Walters® | Shaw Biair
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims | Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinally | DHunt Walters Shaw(8) | Blair
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims Keown Birch Aspinall' | Mcinailly' | DHunt Walters Shaw Blair
Spink Gage Galiacher | Lillis’ Sims Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinally DHunt Burke Shaw Blairi10)'
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims Keown' Birch Aspinall' | Mcinally Blair Walters Shaw Burke
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims Keown' Birch Aspinall Mcinally | Blair Walters Shaw{10) | Burke
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims Mcinally Birch Shaw | Thompson | Blair Walters Aspinall Burke(3)
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lilhs Sims Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinally' | Biair Walters Shaw Thompson
Spink Gage Gallacher | Lillis Sims Keown Birch Aspinall | Mcinaily | Biair Thompson' | Shaw Evans
Spink Gage Gallacher | AGray Sims | Keown Mcinally | Aspinall | Thempson' | SGray’ Birch' Lillis Evans

YES 1t is possible to start your own
business with only £1,000 in the Bank.

“Would I need anything else?”
YES The determination to be very

successful.

“Anything else?” é’w WAR“I"G TV i
YES The guts to work seven days a week. SURVEILLANCE
“Would I make a profit in the first year?” Thio epound 16 egulspad with
YES Around £15,000 rising to about \ CLOSED CIRCUIT
£22,000 in the second year.
. TELEVISION
“IS there a Cﬂtch?" instalied with the heip of a g!‘;iﬂl trom the Foolball Trus!
YES Only those who take the trouble to 1 is these 1o incresse crowd safety 6 10 heip the police.
= Recorging tacilities enabie film and photographs to be
telephone will be successful m;!;m_ which may sabsequenlly be used in 2
021-454-8844 ask for Michael Flynn M Toclosh S hanlbd Wiy Aol <
Spotting-the-Ball competition

b =
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AND EVEN
GREATER DEALS

® Like This One:—
— MINI & METRO

DRIVE AWAY

- NOW

DON'T PAY UNTIL

Warwick Road
ACOCKS GREEN
021-765 431 With Austin Rover Finance you can
joy 2 3 month Payment Holida
1-37 Sutton Road mm Rate Finance on most Y
ERDINGTON models of new Metro and Mini
021-377 8888

<\ FOR BIG PART-

EXCHANGE
ALLOWANCES

< ¥'FOR =y
s | meTRo S101

in our showroom now!

BROADEN
YOUR HORIZONS

DON'T STRETCH
YOUR POCKET

Rover 213. Rewarding to drive,
4oy toown.
Andonly £7.196—a small
price to pay for Rover luxury.

The quiet 1.3 litre 12-valve
all-alloy engine and
5-speed gearbox generate

power in plenty —

yet traditional

= Rover comfort means

j the nde stays
unruffled.

Rover 2(X) series. Come and
see the range—and open

up a new world of motoring.




ROUND UP

SCOTTISH CONNECTION
® For five years, Allan Evans and Ken
McNaught formed one of the most

Now they have something else in

common following big Ken's recent
appointment as coach at Dunfermline
Athletic — the Scottish Premier club who
sold Allan to Villa for £30,000 in 1977.
Ken, who kept his home base in Knowle

‘when he went to Sheffield United in 1985,
was forced toretire last season because of
a calf injury. He was out of football for a
year before Dunfermline gave him a job
-which took him back to within 12 miles of
his birthplace in Kirkcaldy.

YOUTH PROGRESS

® Goals by Carl Morris and Ian Olney —
his 23rd of the season — eventually
seftled a three-match marathon with
'Pehrhmugh United in the FA Youth

The Villa youngsters, beaten only twice
in 18 gamesthisseason, iravel to Crewe on
Monday in the next round. It promises to
beadifficulttie, because Crewe, thougha
Fourth Division club, are reckoned to
have a youthset-up asgood asmany inthe
‘higher divisions.

Three other cup competitionsare onthe
diary in the next month or so.

Charlton Athletic, runners-up in the FA

Youth Cup last Season, are our opponents
at Selhurst Park in the Southern Junior
Floodlit Cup on Monday 4th January, and
next Saturday we are due to meet Notis
County or Derby County in the second
round of the Intermediate League Cup.
- This match could be postponed if our
opponents fail to settle their first-round
replay. Meanwhile, a date has to be
arranged for our home meeting with
Birmingham City in the Midland Youth
Cup.

injuries.

ASTON VILLA 5 PETERBOROUCH UNITED 3
Scorers: Bennett, Duily, Jones, Greene, Blake.
Villa: Ward, Williams, Claxton, Bennett (sub:
Mead 65), Turton, Duffy, Morris (sub: Erady),
Jones, Graene, Blake, Parron.

Monday 16th November 1987

FA Youth Cup — Round 1 Replay

HESTON VILLE 2 PETERBOROUGH UNITED 2
(after extra time)

Scorers: Morms, Jones

Viiia: Wud,Wilham Claxton, Bennett, Blake,
Dﬂﬂ‘yMead{snb.}anﬁQﬂ).Gme:ﬁ(snb.&ﬂy
90), Olney, Morris, Parrott.

Monday 23rd November 1987

FA Youth Cup — Round 1 Second Replay
PETERBOROUCH UNITED 0 ASTON VILLE 2
Scorers: Morris, Olney.

Vills: Wﬂhnu.ﬂlmon.hnmn
Blake, Dnuyumm]mes,omey&ady
Pan‘oﬂSuhs(mtmuﬂ.Hud Wile.

AU

CENTRAL LEAGUE

1987-88

Aug 18 A ManchesterCity 2-3
Aug 26 H HullCity 1-2
Sep 2 H Sheffield United 1-3
|Sep 9@ A Ewverion 0-5
Sep 17 H LeicesterCity 3.1

Sep 23 A Huddersfield Town 2-3

Oct & A Sunderiand 6-0
Oct 14 H  Liverpool 0-4 |

Oct 289 A CoventryCity 2-2

Nov 25 H Sheffield Wednesday 2-0

Dec 1 A ManchesterUnited

Dec 9 H_ GrimsbyTown —

Dec 16 A Noitingham Forest

sn 6 H Bradford City

|Jan 13 A HullCity

Jan 20 H Manch

Jen 27 H Everton

Feb 3 A Sheffield United

Feb 10 H Huddersfield Town 1

Feb 15 A LeicesterCity

Feb 23 A Liverpool

Mar 2 H Sunderiand

Mar 8 A LesdsUnited |

Mar 16 H CoventryCity

Mar 22 A Biackpool g

Mar 30 H DerbyCounty

Apr 5 A Sheffield Wednesday — |

Apr 12 A BradfordCity

Apr 13 A Grimsby Town =

Apr 27 H Nottingham Forest

May 4 H ManchesterUnited

TBA H LeedsUnited

TBA A Derby County

TBA H Blackpool

INTERMEDIATE LEAGUE
1987-88

‘Wednesday 25th November 1987
Central League Aug 18 A Birmingham City _0-0
ESTON VILLE 2 SHETFIELD WEDNESDAY 0 Aug 22 H Chesterield 10-0
Scorer- Shaw Aug 23 A CoventryCity 2-1 |
VWEBuﬂ&LPm Blair, Evans, Sep 5 H_DerbyCounty 3.3
Bhke.Mmph?_(mb. %’nﬁ?m- ) 5&'_13 7 A BrstolCity (SIFC1) sz—
Duffy = & Sep 12 A LeicesterCity 1-1
: Sep 26 A NotsCounty 0-3
INTERMEDIA LEA Oct 3 H Nottingham Forest 5-3
Ywms-:Ecﬁon GUE Oct 10 A Peterborough United 3-3
setamias S Oct 17 H_PortVale 5.3
Leicester 14 9 4 1321431 Oct 24 A SwoksChy 1-4
Derby 14 9 1 44382028 | Oct_31 H Waisall : 2-2
Nottm Forest 13 8 2 3 38 27 26 Nov 2 H Reading(SJFC2) -1
Birmingham 12 7 3 224 924 Nov 7 A West Bromwich Albion 3-0
Mansfield ;3 g g gg; ;g “27;]! Nov 8 A PeterboroughUtd (FAYCT) 1.1
Notts County Nov 14 H PeterboroughUtd(LCi) 5-3
a2t ¢t e Tt Nov 16 H_Peterborough Utd (FAYC)1A2 - 2
Coventry 14 4 4 617 18 186 Nov 23 A PeterboroughUtd (FAYCI1R2 -0
Stoke 13 4 2 713 22 14 Dec 5 H BirminghamGity
Wolves 12 2 4 52024 10 Dsc 7 A CreweAlex [FAYCZ)
Port Vale 132 & 7173510 Dec 12 A NottsC.Derby(LC2)
Peterborough 10 2 3 51831 8 lan 2 A Chesterfield
el S e g Jan 4 A Chariton Ath (SIFCI3
dan 83 ' H Wolverhampton W
{Up to and including Saturday 28th November 1387) dan ¥ _H_Goventry Chy
s Jan 23 A DerbyCounty
YOUTE APPEERANCES Jan 30 H_Leicester City
Feb 6 A MansfieldTown
A G : A G Feb 20 H_ NomsCounty
Baxs. 173 Omey 17 28 Feb 27 A Noinghem Forest
Brady 16(2) 2 Parmron 11(4) ! Mar 5 H PeterboroughUtd =
Claxton 18 — Richardson —(1) — Mar 12 A PoriVale
g:g’y 31) = Robb z—m = Mar 19 H StokeCity =
Greene 4) 5 Ward 15 = Mar 26 A Walsall
Heath 2 — Wie ) — Apr 2 H WestBromwich Albion
Jones 11(6) 7 Williams ) 2 Apr 9 A WolverhampionW.
Mead 160 2 OwnGow — 1 | [TEA K MansheidTown
TBA H Birmingham City (MYCI
s, League Cup, SJFC and FAYC, LC = Midland Intermediate League Cup
up toand i Saturday 28 5 November 1987 SJFC = Southern Junior Floodlit Cup

FAYC = FA Youth Cup

MYC = Msd]and Youth Cup
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® Sheffield United did not expect to see Peter Withe again after his
two-month loan with Birmingham City. But the proposed transfer fell
through and The Blades welcomed him back — with two goals in
their first win in eight games.

“Peter is the ideal player for us at the moment,"” said manager Billy
McEwan. “He has been through it all before and our youngsters will
benefit from playing with him."”

Though United seemed keen on extending Withe's career at
Bramall Lane, the position was by no means certain because the
former Villa man was among the contenders for the management
vacancy at Shrewsbury Town, who parted company with Chic Bates
after his 14 years’ service as player, coach and manager.

Meanwhile, Sheffield United took Dutch goalkeeper HansSegerson
loan from Nottingham Forest and collected a reported £40,000 from
defender Jeff Eckhardt's transfer to Third Division Fulham.

® Oldham Athletic, surprise strugglers after their promotion near-
miss last season, lost the services of 36-year-old playercoach Willie
Donachie with a cracked cheekbone. Manager Joe Royle promptly
went to one of Donachie’s former clubs, Manchester City, to pay
£35,000 for 20-year-old full back Earl Barrett.

® Huddersfield Town, recovering quickly from their 10-1 mauling by
Manchester City, laid on a perfect welcome for their new assistant
manager — former Eire team boss Eoin Hand. He was at Bournemouth
to see their first away win of the season.

Home boss Harry Redknapp was far from happy with a performance
that left The Cherries close to the dangerarea. A mid-season breakin
the Canary Islands failed to re-charge the batteries and it was a disap-
pointing day for 21-year-old American Brent Goulet, who made his
League debut as substitute.

® Former Villa striker John Deehan popped up as substitute for
Ipswich Town in several games last month after being out of football
for six months with a knee injury.

® Leeds United, who failed to clinch deals for Portsmouth’s Ian Baird
and Sporting Lisbon's Raphael Meade, were third time lucky when
Bobby Davison scored on his debut after a £350,000 transfer from
Derby. The 28-year-old notched 102 goals for The Rams and was their
top scorer in each of the last four seasons.

[ ] Readmg, in the money after selling Trevor Senior to Watford for
£325,000 in July, took their spending beyond half-a-million pounds by
paying £250,000 for Leicester's former England Under-21 forward,

Steve Moran. Manager Ian Branfoot then put seven players up for sale,
including Dean Horrix, a goal-scorer at Villa Park in October, and Paul
Franklin, the former Watford defender.

® Steve Staunton, an 18-year-old left back who joined Liverpool from
Dundalk last season, was loaned out for a month to assist Bradford City
in their promotion bid. The young Irishman was also able to help City
through to the last eight in the Littlewoods Cup. Liverpool allowed him
to become cup-tied because of their unusually early exit from the com-
petition.

® Alan Pardow, a £7,000 signing from Yeovil last season, made his
League debut for Crystal Palace as replacement for Villa newcomer
Andy Gray, but the money received for Gray was soon spent on
Southend captain Glenn Pennyfather, who was previously a target for
Plymouth. Palace also agreed to pay a small fee for Famborough
striker Dennis Bailey.

® Ally Mauchlen, a £250,000 recruit from Motherwell two years ago,
went on the transfer list at Leicester, while Huddersfield set up a
£25,000 deal for Brighton's former Chelsea full back, Chris Hutchings.

@ Millwall's Republic of Ireland striker, Tony Cascarino, couldn't stop
scoring in November. He was on target for five matches in a row and
bagged eight goals in all with the help of a hat-trick against Leeds.
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INDOOR
CRICKET

It’s a
90 minute
action packed
8-a-side
game
No cricket experience
necessary since people

of all ages and both
sexes can play.

All equipment and
umpires are supplied
within the price.

To book a court, contact
“STUMPS’’ who will

arrange trial games to -
grade your team for the
forthcoming league.

Don’t delay —
come and play

TEAMS
WANTED
021 328 1111

COURAGE
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disappointment:

Relegation with Lincoln last

Bi

Full name: Lee Simon Butler
Birthplace and date: Sheffield

on 30.5.66.

Married: No.

Cricket,

-
.

sports
snooker and swimming.

squash

season.
Best save you've made: Against

Scunthorpe for Lincoln last

Favourite other
Favourite

other sports

Sedsorn.

: None as yet.

Honours

Geoff Boycott.

Your best sporting moment

personality:

Best save you’'ve seen: Peter

ground:

risbane Road (Leyton Orient).

Favourite away

B

Shilton from Kenny Dalglish in

four

outside football: Scoring

&

an England v Scotland match.

Your British Select XTI

Cricket

on the trot for
Handsworth (Sheffield)

Club.

ours
Nigel

Spink, Viv Anderson, Kenny

-
-

e player: Peter Shilton,

because of his dedication to the

Favourit

game.
Most memorable match

Kevin Ratcliffe, Willie
Bryan

Miller, Chris Waddle

Sansom,

Debut

T

Mark

Robson. Steve Hunt.

for Lincoln City.




j 1 ) | 4 ' ’ Barclays League
s ' A = | ) { G Division One
l ( !, [ l l [ [7 ] Arsenal v Sheff Wed
A ; 1 Charlton v Everton
— = —j = =/ === -J == Derby v Watford
Liverpool v Chelsea
ASTON VILLA v SWINDONTOWN | Newis
NIGELSPINK 1 TIM FLOWERS bt Lo
KEVINGAGE 2 DAVEHOCKADAY QPR v Manchester United
West Ham v Southampton
BERNIE GALLACHER 3 PHILKING Wimbledon v Nottm Forest
ANDY GRAY 4 KIERAN O’'REGAN Division Two
Bournemouth v Oldham
STEVESIMS 5 ]JON GITTENS Barnsley v WBA
MARTIN KEOWN 6 COLIN CALDERWOOD | pop o v Miwal
Ipswich v Bradford
ALAN McINALLY 7 BOBBY BARNES 5 Bt
WARREN ASPINALL 8 DAVE BAMBER Leicester v Middlesbrough
Man Ci C Pala
GARRY THOMPSON 9 JIMMY QUINN Pioh v S sbi
STUART GRAY 10 STEVE FOLEY e D v Einlderafiond
FA Cup Second Round
PAULBIRCH 11 STEVE WHITE Gillingharm v Walsall
12 Maidstone v Kidderminster
VS Rugby v Bristol Rovers
13 Wigan v Wolves
i BACK ISSUES £
MATCH OFFICIALS T All enquiries concemmg: k
Roforse: McPLEoskes NEWASTON VILLA STRIP | | 220 o e addressod i
M LT Watson (Yeliow ot 15 Roman Way, Eagheston
Peter Foakes, a schoolteacher from Birmingham B15 2SL.
= o i mmel|i==
include mmnmuby unicnand . Please send a stamped addressed
american f ! ' envelope for full lists.
FOOTBALL AT e
: : MASCOT
VILLA PARK Thike s
Wednesday 9th Decerber, ol
7.00 Pm : Carl Hilxlfstead
SSneAl sugs Division Ons B £t :
ASTON VILLA RESERVES - v
GRIMSBY TOWN RESERVES S Today’s matchball has
; School and his kindly been supplied by:
Friday 18th December, hobbies inciude _ = -
o7 b o ROGER EUSTIN
Barclays League Division Two ming, cricket and ;
ASTON VILLA EIOsE CouLY {
WEST BROMWICH ALBION B PRBS!'MW I.TD
i i 29 Planetary Road,
VILLA VOUCHER ~ Willenhall, West Midlands WVI13 3RT
Number 15 : ~ Tel: 0902 726671
Manufacturers of robots and
Asgtigg Villa v. - automation equipment to the plastics
5.12.1987 .. duty

TODAY'S SCORECHECK
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